THE GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA
FLARM TRIAL 

Gawler
2nd – 13th January 2006
Pilots competing during the Multi-Class Championships at Gawler are requested to provide the GFA Operations Panel with input on the use of the FLARM warning system during the running of this event. 
Please provide whatever information you feel is relevant and not just limit yourself to the questions below.
**** WARNING ****

The FLARM system has been the subject of a great deal of interest for Australian glider pilots in recent times and many have an expectation that it has the potential to significantly enhance gliding safety. However, the introduction of any new aid must be treated with appropriate caution.
The primary defence against collision risks is “SEE and AVOID”. All Pilots must ensure that their commitment to “LOOKOUT” is in no way diminished as a result of using this device.
**************

Pilot:





Aircraft: VH –

1. Pilot interface - did the pilot input requirements of the FLARM system significantly increase pilot workload? In other words, did FLARM require attention that significantly increased “in cockpit activity”?    
Yes/No

Comments:
2. Did the operation of the FLARM cause any confusion with other system? Eg. Audio varios, radio transmissions etc
Yes/No

Comments:

3. Did the FLARM provide potential collision warnings that were clear and concise in the following circumstances:

(a) When there may have been more than one potential threat?       
Yes/No

Comments:

(b) When another aircraft was not visible (i.e. In a blind spot)         

Yes/No
Comments:

4. Did the FLARM produce any false or misleading alerts?        

Yes/No
Comments:

5. Did the FLARM fail to provide warnings when it was believed it should have?     Yes/No
Comments:

6. Was there any tendency to rely on FLARM at the expense of “See and Avoid”? Note: this is not a question of whether it should have (we all know it shouldn’t), but rather did it?      

Yes/No
Comments:

7. Did you find that FLARM in any way changed your normal “see and avoid” procedures?

Yes/No

Comments:

8. In your opinion did your experience with FLARM convince you that the system enhances gliding safety?         
Yes/No
Comments:

9. Do you consider that the FLARM system is an advantage when:

(a) Competition flying?     
Yes/No

Comments:

(b) Non competition cross-country flying?      
Yes/No
Comments:


(c) General flying      
Yes/No

Comments:

10. Do you consider that the FLARM should be fitted to glider tugs?        
Yes/No

Comments:

10. General comments:
This questionnaire will be collected on the morning of the last day of the Competition. However, should you prefer it can be downloaded from Operations page of the GFA website as a Word Document for completion and submission after the completion of the competition. Or you might like to add to your initial responses at a later time. Please email the completed document as an attachment to ctoo@gfa.org.au 
Kevin Olerhead
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